Name:
Reading Questions: Baldwin “Sonny’s Blues”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions: Answer these questions as thoroughly as possible, using evidence (including quotes) from the text to support your responses. You should adjust the spacing on the page, eliminating and adding as you see fit. Also, please distinguish the font in your answers from the font in the questions, either by not putting your responses in bold or by putting your responses in a different font or color.

1.  Describe two conflicts you see happening in this story, and use evidence from the text to support your discussion. You should include at least one quote from the text and practice ICE.





2.  Do you find Sonny to be a sympathetic character? Point to two moments in the text to support your response. (If you choose to quote from the text, please practice ICE.





3.  What about our narrator—do you find him to be sympathetic? Again, find two moments in the text to support your response and practice ICE if you’re quoting.





4. Go back to the title: What does the word “blues” signify in the title? What is the significance of music, and this particular kind of music, in the story? What do the blues mean for Sonny? What do they mean for his brother?





5.  We’ve read about several different families living in different decades. What might this story reveal about family? For instance, according to the story, what are some of the tensions or pressures an American family living in the 20th century might face?
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